HOUSE JOURNAL

EIGHTY-NINTH LEGISLATURE, REGULAR SESSION

PROCEEDINGS

SIXTY-THIRD DAY — TUESDAY, MAY 13, 2025
The house met at 10 a.m. and was called to order by the speaker.

The roll of the house was called and a quorum was announced present
(Record 2253).

Present — Mr. Speaker(C); Alders; Allen; Anchia; Ashby; Barry; Bell, K.;
Bernal; Bhojani; Bonnen; Bowers; Bryant; Buckley; Bucy; Bumgarner; Button;
Cain; Campos; Canales; Capriglione; Cole; Collier; Cook; Cortez; Craddick;
Cunningham; Curry; Darby; Davis, A.; Davis, Y.; Dean; DeAyala; Dorazio;
Dutton; Dyson; Fairly; Flores; Frank; Gamez; Garcia, J.; Garcia, L.; Garcia
Hernandez; Gates; Gerdes; Geren; Gervin-Hawkins; Gonzalez, J.; Gonzalez, M.;
Goodwin; Guerra; Guillen; Harless; Harris; Harris Davila; Harrison; Hayes;
Hefner; Hernandez; Hickland; Hinojosa; Hopper; Howard; Hull; Hunter; Isaac;
Johnson; Jones, J.; Jones, V.; Kerwin; King; Kitzman; LaHood; Lalani; Lambert;
Landgraf; Leach; Leo Wilson; Little; Longoria; Lopez, J.; Lopez, R,
Louderback; Lowe; Lozano; Lujan; Luther; Manuel; Martinez; Martinez Fischer;
McLaughlin; McQueeney; Metcalf; Meyer; Meza; Money; Moody; Morales, C.;
Morales, E.; Morales Shaw; Morgan; Muiloz; Noble; Olcott; Oliverson; Ordaz;
Orr; Patterson; Paul; Perez, M.; Perez, V.; Phelan; Pierson; Plesa; Raymond;
Reynolds; Richardson; Rodriguez Ramos; Romero; Rose; Rosenthal; Schatzline;
Schoolcraft; Shaheen; Shofner; Simmons; Slawson; Smithee; Spiller; Swanson;
Talarico; Tepper; Thompson; Tinderholt; Toth; Troxclair; Turner; VanDeaver;
Vasut; Villalobos; Virdell, Vo; Walle; Ward Johnson; Wharton; Wilson; Wu;
Zwiener.

Absent, Excused — Schofield.
Absent — Bell, C.; Holt.

The invocation was offered by Scot Wall, state minister, Capitol
Commission, Austin.

The chair recognized Representative Button who led the house in the
pledges of allegiance to the United States and Texas flags.

LEAVES OF ABSENCE GRANTED

The following member was granted leave of absence for today because of
illness:

Schofield on motion of Shofner.
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The following member was granted leave of absence for the remainder of
today because of important business:

Simmons on motion of V. Jones.
PASTOR OF THE DAY

The chair presented Abbott J. (Jay) McCollum, First Baptist
Church—Hillsboro, Hillsboro, as the "Pastor of the Day."

REGULAR ORDER OF BUSINESS SUSPENDED

On motion of Representative Geren and by unanimous consent, the reading
and referral of bills was postponed until just prior to adjournment.

(Harris in the chair)
(Holt now present)
CAPITOL PHYSICIAN

The chair presented Dr. Uzoma Obi-Nwankwo of Rosharon as the "Doctor
for the Day."

The house welcomed Dr. Obi-Nwankwo and thanked them for their
participation in the Physician of the Day Program sponsored by the Texas
Academy of Family Physicians.

COMMITTEES GRANTED PERMISSION TO MEET

Representative Leach moved that the house grant permission for all
committees and subcommittees to meet while the house is in session, pursuant to
their committee postings or recess motions. For purposes of this motion,
committees and subcommittees scheduled to meet or reconvene today upon final
adjournment or recess or during bill referral if permission is granted are
authorized to convene upon adoption by the house of today's adjournment
motion.

Permission to meet was granted.

Representative Leach requested permission for the Committee on Judiciary
and Civil Jurisprudence to meet while the house is in session, at 12:30 p.m. today,
in 1W.14, to consider pending, referred, and committee business.

Permission to meet was granted.

Representative Shaheen requested permission for the Committee on
Elections to meet while the house is in session, at 12 p.m. today, in 3W.15, to
consider pending, referred, and committee business.

Permission to meet was granted.

Representative M. Perez requested permission for the Committee on
Transportation to meet while the house is in session, at 3 p.m. today, in 1W.14, to
consider pending, referred, and committee business.

Permission to meet was granted.
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COMMITTEE MEETING ANNOUNCEMENTS
The following committee meetings were announced:

Judiciary and Civil Jurisprudence, 12:30 p.m. today, 1W.14, for a formal
meeting, to consider pending, referred, and committee business.

Elections, 12 p.m. today, 3W.15, for a formal meeting, to consider pending,
referred, and committee business.

Transportation, 3 p.m. today, 1W.14, for a formal meeting, to consider
pending, referred, and committee business.

HR 863 - ADOPTED
(by Ashby, Hunter, Geren, Thompson, and Longoria)

Representative Ashby moved to suspend all necessary rules to take up and
consider at this time HR 863.

The motion prevailed.
The following resolution was laid before the house:

HR 863, In memory of former state representative James R. Pitts of
Waxahachie.

HR 863 was unanimously adopted by a rising vote.

On motion of Representative Geren, the names of all the members of the
house were added to HR 863 as signers thereof.

INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS

The chair recognized Representative Ashby who introduced family members
of the Honorable James R. Pitts.

HR 1126 - ADOPTED
(by Anchia)

Representative Anchia moved to suspend all necessary rules to take up and
consider at this time HR 1126.

The motion prevailed.

The following resolution was laid before the house:

HR 1126, Welcoming the Leadership Dallas Class of 2025 to the State
Capitol and commemorating the 50th anniversary of the program.

HR 1126 was adopted.

HR 1124 - ADOPTED
(by Guillen)

Representative Villalobos moved to suspend all necessary rules to take up
and consider at this time HR 1124.

The motion prevailed.

The following resolution was laid before the house:
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HR 1124, Recognizing May 13, 2025, as General Federation of Women's
Clubs of Texas Day at the State Capitol.

HR 1124 was adopted.

HR 888 - ADOPTED
(by Buckley)

Representative Buckley moved to suspend all necessary rules to take up and
consider at this time HR 888.

The motion prevailed.
The following resolution was laid before the house:

HR 888, Congratulating the Salado High School boys' soccer team on
winning the 2025 UIL 4A Division 1 state championship.

HR 888 was adopted.
COMMITTEE GRANTED PERMISSION TO MEET

Representative Button requested permission for the Committee on Trade,
Workforce, and Economic Development to meet while the house is in session, at
12 p.m. today, in 1 W.14, to consider pending, referred, and committee business.

Permission to meet was granted.
COMMITTEE MEETING ANNOUNCEMENT
The following committee meeting was announced:

Trade, Workforce, and Economic Development, 12 p.m. today, 1W.14, for a
formal meeting, to consider pending, referred, and committee business.

HB 4279 - CALLED FROM JOURNAL
VOTE RECONSIDERED

Representative Thompson called from the journal the motion to reconsider
the vote by which HB 4279 failed to pass on May 10.

The motion to reconsider prevailed.

HB 4279 ON THIRD READING
(by Y. Davis and Simmons)

The chair laid before the house, on its third reading and final passage,

HB 4279, A bill to be entitled An Act relating to the delivery of unclaimed
property to certain urban scholarship funds; authorizing administrative penalties.

HB 4279 was read third time on May 10 and failed to pass by Record
No. 2030.

HB 4279 was passed by (Record 2254): 85 Yeas, 57 Nays, 2 Present, not
voting.

Yeas — Allen; Anchia; Ashby; Barry; Bernal; Bowers; Bryant; Bucy;
Button; Campos; Canales; Cole; Collier; Cortez; Craddick; Cunningham; Curry;
Darby; Davis, A.; Davis, Y.; Dean; Dorazio; Dutton; Dyson; Flores; Gamez;
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Garcia, J.; Garcia, L.; Garcia Hernandez; Gates; Geren; Gonzalez, J.; Gonzélez,
M.; Goodwin; Guerra; Guillen; Harless; Hernandez; Hinojosa; Howard; Hunter;
Johnson; Jones, J.; Jones, V.; King; Lalani; Landgraf; Longoria; Lopez, J.; Lopez,
R.; Manuel; Martinez; Martinez Fischer; McLaughlin; McQueeney; Meza;
Moody; Morales, C.; Morales, E.; Morales Shaw; Mufioz; Ordaz; Perez, M.;
Perez, V.; Phelan; Plesa; Raymond; Reynolds; Rodriguez Ramos; Romero; Rose;
Rosenthal; Smithee; Talarico, Thompson; Turner; VanDeaver; Vasut; Villalobos;
Vo; Walle; Ward Johnson; Wilson; Wu; Zwiener.

Nays — Alders; Bell, K.; Bonnen; Buckley; Bumgarner; Cain; Capriglione;
Cook; DeAyala; Frank; Gerdes; Harris Davila; Harrison; Hayes; Hefner;
Hickland; Holt; Hopper; Hull; Isaac; Kerwin; Kitzman, LaHood; Lambert;
Leach; Leo Wilson; Little; Louderback; Lowe; Lozano; Lujan; Luther; Metcalf;
Meyer; Money; Morgan; Noble; Olcott; Oliverson; Orr; Patterson; Paul; Pierson;
Richardson; Schatzline; Schoolcraft; Shaheen; Shofner; Slawson; Spiller;
Swanson; Tepper; Tinderholt; Toth; Troxclair; Virdell; Wharton.

Present, not voting — Mr. Speaker; Harris(C).

Absent, Excused — Schofield; Simmons.

Absent — Bell, C.; Bhojani; Fairly; Gervin-Hawkins.
STATEMENTS OF VOTE

When Record No. 2254 was taken, my vote failed to register. I would have
voted no.

C. Bell

When Record No. 2254 was taken, I was in the house but away from my
desk. I would have voted yes.

Bhojani

When Record No. 2254 was taken, I was in the house but away from my
desk. I would have voted yes.

Gervin-Hawkins

When Record No. 2254 was taken, I was shown voting yes. I intended to
vote no.

Landgraf
(C. Bell now present)

MAJOR STATE CALENDAR
HOUSE BILLS
THIRD READING

The following bills were laid before the house and read third time:
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HB 4 ON THIRD READING
(by Buckley, Bernal, Ashby, Frank, Cook, et al.)

HB 4, A bill to be entitled An Act relating to public school accountability,
including the implementation of an instructionally supportive assessment
program and the adoption and administration of assessment instruments in public
schools, indicators of achievement and public school performance ratings under
the public school accountability system, a grant program for school district local
accountability plans, and actions challenging Texas Education Agency decisions
related to public school accountability.

Amendment No. 1
Representative M. Gonzalez offered the following amendment to HB 4:

Amend HB 4 on third reading by adding the following appropriately
numbered SECTIONS to the bill and renumbering subsequent SECTIONS of the
bill accordingly:

SECTION . Section 39.052, Education Code, is amended by adding
Subsection (h) to read as follows:

(h) Notwithstanding any other law, beginning with the 2025-2026 school
year, the commissioner may not revoke the accreditation of a school district or
order closure of the district based on the district's performance on achievement
indicators described by Section 39.053. This subsection expires September 1,
2028.
~ SECTION . Subchapter A, Chapter 39A, Education Code, is amended
by adding Section 39A.0021 to read as follows:

Sec. 39A.0021. INTERVENTIONS AND SANCTIONS FOR 2025-2026,
2026-2027, AND 2027-2028 SCHOOL YEARS. (a) Notwithstanding Section
39A.001 or any other law, beginning with the 2025-2026 school year, the
commissioner may not take any action otherwise authorized under this chapter,
including imposing any interventions or sanctions on or against a school district
or open-enrollment charter school, based on a finding by the commissioner that
the district or school failed to satisfy, during the applicable school year, any
academic performance standards under Section 39.053 or 39.054.

(b) This section expires September 1, 2028.

Amendment No. 1 failed of adoption by (Record 2255): 62 Yeas, 81 Nays, 2
Present, not voting.

Yeas — Allen; Anchia; Ashby; Barry; Bhojani; Bowers; Bryant; Bucy;
Campos; Canales; Cole; Collier; Cortez; Davis, A.; Davis, Y.; Flores; Gamez;
Garcia, J.; Garcia, L.; Garcia Hernandez; Gonzalez, J.; Gonzalez, M.; Goodwin;
Guerra; Hernandez; Hinojosa; Howard; Johnson; Jones, J.; Jones, V.; Lalani;
Lambert; Longoria; Lopez, R.; Manuel; Martinez; Martinez Fischer; Meza;
Moody; Morales, C.; Morales, E.; Morales Shaw; Mufioz; Ordaz; Perez, M.;
Perez, V.; Plesa; Raymond; Reynolds; Rodriguez Ramos; Romero; Rose;
Rosenthal; Talarico; Thompson; Turner; VanDeaver; Vo; Walle; Ward Johnson;
Wu; Zwiener.
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Nays — Alders; Bell, C.; Bell, K.; Bernal; Bonnen; Buckley; Bumgarner;
Button; Cain; Capriglione; Cook; Craddick; Cunningham; Curry; Darby; Dean;
DeAyala; Dorazio; Dutton; Dyson; Frank; Gates; Gerdes; Geren; Harless; Harris
Davila; Harrison; Hayes; Hefner; Hickland; Holt; Hopper; Hull; Hunter; Isaac;
Kerwin; King; Kitzman; LaHood; Landgraf; Leach; Leo Wilson; Little; Lopez,
J.; Louderback; Lowe; Lozano; Lujan; Luther; McLaughlin; McQueeney;
Metcalf;, Meyer; Money; Morgan; Noble; Olcott; Oliverson; Orr; Patterson; Paul,;
Phelan; Pierson; Richardson; Schatzline; Schoolcraft; Shaheen; Shofner;
Slawson; Smithee; Spiller; Swanson; Tepper; Tinderholt; Toth; Troxclair; Vasut;
Villalobos; Virdell; Wharton; Wilson.

Present, not voting — Mr. Speaker; Harris(C).

Absent, Excused — Schofield; Simmons.

Absent — Fairly; Gervin-Hawkins; Guillen.
STATEMENTS OF VOTE

When Record No. 2255 was taken, I was in the house but away from my
desk. I would have voted yes.

Gervin-Hawkins

When Record No. 2255 was taken, my vote failed to register. I would have
voted no.

Guillen
LEAVE OF ABSENCE GRANTED

The following member was granted leave of absence temporarily for today
because of important family business:

Fairly on motion of Martinez.
HB 4 - (consideration continued)
HB 4 was passed by (Record 2256): 143 Yeas, 1 Nays, 2 Present, not voting.

Yeas — Alders; Allen; Anchia; Ashby; Barry; Bell, C.; Bell, K.; Bernal,
Bhojani; Bonnen; Bowers; Bryant; Buckley; Bucy; Bumgarner; Button; Cain;
Campos; Canales; Capriglione; Cole; Collier; Cook; Cortez; Craddick;
Cunningham; Curry; Darby; Davis, A.; Davis, Y.; Dean; DeAyala; Dorazio;
Dutton; Dyson; Flores; Frank; Gamez; Garcia, J.; Garcia, L.; Garcia Hernandez;
Gates; Gerdes; Geren; Gonzalez, J.; Gonzalez, M.; Goodwin; Guerra; Guillen;
Harless; Harris Davila; Hayes; Hefner; Hernandez; Hickland; Hinojosa; Holt;
Hopper; Howard; Hull; Hunter; Isaac; Johnson; Jones, J.; Jones, V.; Kerwin;
King; Kitzman; LaHood; Lalani; Lambert; Landgraf; Leach; Leo Wilson; Little;
Longoria; Lopez, J.; Lopez, R.; Louderback; Lowe; Lozano; Lujan; Luther;
Manuel; Martinez; Martinez Fischer; McLaughlin; McQueeney; Metcalf; Meyer;
Meza; Money; Moody; Morales, C.; Morales, E.; Morales Shaw; Morgan;
Muiioz; Noble; Olcott; Oliverson; Ordaz; Orr; Patterson; Paul; Perez, M.; Perez,
V.; Phelan; Pierson; Plesa; Raymond; Reynolds; Richardson; Rodriguez Ramos;
Romero; Rose; Rosenthal; Schatzline; Schoolcraft; Shaheen; Shofner; Slawson;
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Smithee; Spiller; Swanson; Talarico; Tepper; Thompson; Tinderholt; Toth;
Troxclair; Turner; VanDeaver; Vasut; Villalobos; Virdell; Vo; Walle; Ward
Johnson; Wharton; Wilson; Wu; Zwiener.

Nays — Harrison.
Present, not voting — Mr. Speaker; Harris(C).
Absent, Excused — Fairly; Schofield; Simmons.
Absent — Gervin-Hawkins.

STATEMENT OF VOTE

When Record No. 2256 was taken, I was in the house but away from my
desk. I would have voted yes.

Gervin-Hawkins

HB 46 ON THIRD READING
(by King, Moody, Oliverson, et al.)

HB 46, A bill to be entitled An Act relating to the medical use of low-THC
cannabis under and the administration of the Texas Compassionate-Use Program;
requiring registration.

HB 46 was passed by (Record 2257): 122 Yeas, 21 Nays, 2 Present, not
voting.

Yeas — Alders; Allen; Anchia; Barry; Bell, C.; Bell, K.; Bernal; Bhojani;
Bonnen; Bowers; Bryant; Buckley; Bucy; Bumgarner; Button; Campos; Canales;
Capriglione; Cole; Collier; Cortez; Craddick; Cunningham; Curry; Darby; Davis,
A.; Davis, Y.; Dean; DeAyala; Dorazio; Dutton; Dyson; Flores; Frank; Gamez;
Garcia, J.; Garcia, L.; Garcia Hernandez; Gates; Gerdes; Geren; Gonzalez, J.;
Gonzalez, M.; Goodwin; Guerra; Guillen; Harless; Harris Davila; Hefner;
Hernandez; Hickland; Hinojosa; Holt; Howard; Hull; Hunter; Isaac; Johnson;
Jones, J.; Jones, V.; Kerwin; King; Kitzman; LaHood; Lalani; Lambert; Landgraf;
Leach; Longoria; Lopez, J.; Lopez, R.; Louderback; Lozano; Lujan; Manuel,
Martinez; Martinez Fischer; McLaughlin; McQueeney; Metcalf, Meyer; Meza;
Moody; Morales, C.; Morales, E.; Morales Shaw; Mufioz; Oliverson; Ordaz; Orr;
Patterson; Perez, M.; Perez, V.; Phelan; Plesa; Raymond; Reynolds; Richardson;
Rodriguez Ramos; Romero; Rose; Rosenthal; Schatzline; Shaheen; Smithee;
Swanson; Talarico; Tepper; Thompson; Tinderholt; Troxclair; Turner;
VanDeaver; Vasut; Villalobos; Virdell; Vo; Walle; Ward Johnson; Wharton; Wu;
Zwiener.

Nays — Cain; Cook; Harrison; Hayes; Hopper; Leo Wilson; Little; Lowe;
Luther; Money; Morgan; Noble; Olcott; Paul; Pierson; Schoolcraft; Shofner;
Slawson; Spiller; Toth; Wilson.

Present, not voting — Mr. Speaker; Harris(C).
Absent, Excused — Fairly; Schofield; Simmons.
Absent — Ashby; Gervin-Hawkins.
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STATEMENTS OF VOTE

When Record No. 2257 was taken, I was in the house but away from my
desk. I would have voted no.

Ashby

When Record No. 2257 was taken, I was shown voting yes. I intended to
vote no.

Dorazio

When Record No. 2257 was taken, I was in the house but away from my
desk. I would have voted yes.

Gervin-Hawkins

When Record No. 2257 was taken, I was shown voting no. I intended to vote
yes.

Harrison

When Record No. 2257 was taken, I was shown voting no. I intended to vote
yes.
Hopper

When Record No. 2257 was taken, I was shown voting yes. I intended to
vote no.

Kerwin

When Record No. 2257 was taken, I was shown voting no. I intended to vote
yes.
Morgan

When Record No. 2257 was taken, I was shown voting no. I intended to vote
yes.

Pierson
When Record No. 2257 was taken, I was shown voting no. I intended to vote

yes.
Schoolcraft

GENERAL STATE CALENDAR
HOUSE BILLS
THIRD READING

The following bills were laid before the house and read third time:
HB 3221 ON THIRD READING
(by Tepper, Leo Wilson, and Gervin-Hawkins)
HB 3221, A bill to be entitled An Act relating to certain employer
contributions to the Teacher Retirement System of Texas.

HB 3221 was passed by (Record 2258): 116 Yeas, 24 Nays, 2 Present, not
voting.
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Yeas — Alders; Allen; Anchia; Ashby; Barry; Bell, C.; Bell, K.; Bernal;
Bhojani; Bonnen; Bowers; Buckley; Bucy; Bumgarner; Button; Cain; Campos;
Canales; Capriglione; Cole; Collier; Cook; Cortez; Craddick; Cunningham;
Curry; Darby; Davis, A.; Dean; DeAyala; Dorazio; Dutton; Dyson; Frank;
Garcia, J.; Garcia, L.; Garcia Hernandez; Gates; Gerdes; Geren; Guerra; Guillen;
Harless; Harris Davila; Hayes; Hefner; Hernandez; Hickland; Hinojosa; Holt;
Hopper; Howard; Hull; Hunter; Isaac; Jones, J.; King; Kitzman; LaHood;
Lambert; Landgraf; Leach; Leo Wilson; Longoria; Lopez, J.; Lopez, R.;
Louderback; Lozano; Lujan; Manuel; Martinez; Martinez Fischer; McLaughlin;
McQueeney; Metcalf; Meyer; Money; Moody; Morales, E.; Morgan; Mufioz;
Noble; Olcott; Oliverson; Ordaz; Orr; Patterson; Paul; Perez, M.; Perez, V.;
Phelan; Pierson; Raymond; Richardson; Romero; Rosenthal; Schatzline;
Schoolcraft; Shaheen; Slawson; Spiller; Swanson; Talarico; Tepper; Thompson;
Tinderholt; Toth; Troxclair; Turner; Vasut; Villalobos; Virdell; Vo; Walle; Ward
Johnson; Wu.

Nays — Bryant; Davis, Y.; Flores; Gamez; Gonzalez, J.; Gonzalez, M.;
Goodwin; Harrison; Johnson; Jones, V.; Kerwin; Little; Lowe; Luther; Meza;
Morales, C.; Morales Shaw; Plesa; Reynolds; Rodriguez Ramos; Rose;
VanDeaver; Wharton; Zwiener.

Present, not voting — Mr. Speaker; Harris(C).

Absent, Excused — Fairly; Schofield; Simmons.

Absent — Gervin-Hawkins; Lalani; Shofner; Smithee; Wilson.
STATEMENTS OF VOTE

When Record No. 2258 was taken, I was shown voting no. I intended to vote
yes.

Flores

When Record No. 2258 was taken, I was in the house but away from my
desk. I would have voted yes.

Gervin-Hawkins

When Record No. 2258 was taken, I was shown voting yes. I intended to
vote no.

J. Jones

When Record No. 2258 was taken, I was shown voting no. I intended to vote
yes.

Luther

When Record No. 2258 was taken, I was shown voting yes. I intended to
vote no.

Morgan
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When Record No. 2258 was taken, my vote failed to register. I would have
voted yes.

Shofner

HB 1403 ON THIRD READING
(by Harris, Manuel, Spiller, et al.)

HB 1403, A bill to be entitled An Act relating to the collection and
confidentiality of information regarding firearms in agency foster homes;
creating a civil penalty.

HB 1403 - STATEMENT OF LEGISLATIVE INTENT

REPRESENTATIVE WU: I apologize. I know this is not your layout. I just have
some quick legislative intent questions.

REPRESENTATIVE MANUEL.: Sure.

WU: Is this legislation intended to prevent HHSC from upholding their current
minimum standards required by federal law for the safety standards of the foster
homes?

MANUEL: No, it does not at all. HHSC doesn't require any of this information
right now at all by the state.

WU: As a part of the current foster home application, you are required to disclose
what kind of weapons you have in the home as a safety concern—whether those
weapons are secured, whether they're locked, and whether ammunition is readily
available. Is CPS—is DFPS going to continue—would they be able to continue
asking those questions?

MANUEL: Yes.
WU: And it is not the intent of this bill to prevent that?

MANUEL: No. The intent of this legislation is to not allow third-party
individuals to have serial numbers, to have private information from Texas
citizens that could be released out to someone else without their knowledge. And
also, currently, the State of Texas does not mandate that any of this at all is even
within HHSC. It's not even a part of HHSC's adoption. This is not a part of
anyone else. This is just individual third-party people who are currently taking
this information. And we're trying to protect people's information on this one, for
safety reasons as well as safety concerns and data.

WU: So to be clear, the legislative intent of this bill is not to affect anything in
the application process or standards of safety within the home. It is purely about
data that they should not be collecting in the first place?

MANUEL: Absolutely. Yes, sir.
REMARKS ORDERED PRINTED

Representative Wu moved to print remarks between Representative Manuel
and Representative Wu on HB 1403.

The motion prevailed.
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HB 1403 was passed by (Record 2259): 107 Yeas, 36 Nays, 2 Present, not
voting.

Yeas — Alders; Ashby; Barry; Bell, C.; Bell, K.; Bonnen; Bowers; Buckley;
Bumgarner; Button; Cain; Campos; Canales; Capriglione; Cole; Cook; Craddick;
Cunningham; Curry; Darby; Davis, A.; Davis, Y.; Dean; DeAyala; Dorazio;
Dutton; Dyson; Frank; Garcia, J.; Garcia Hernandez; Gates; Gerdes; Geren;
Guerra; Guillen; Harless; Harris Davila; Harrison; Hayes; Hefner; Hernandez;
Hickland; Holt; Hopper; Hull; Hunter; Isaac; Johnson; Jones, J.; Jones, V.
Kerwin; King; Kitzman; LaHood; Lalani; Lambert; Landgraf, Leach; Leo
Wilson; Little; Longoria; Lopez, J.; Lopez, R.; Louderback; Lozano; Lujan;
Luther; Manuel; Martinez; Martinez Fischer; McLaughlin; McQueeney; Metcalf;
Meyer; Money; Morales, E.; Morgan; Muifioz; Noble; Oliverson; Orr; Patterson;
Paul; Perez, M.; Phelan; Pierson; Raymond; Richardson; Schatzline; Schoolcraft;
Shaheen; Shofner; Slawson; Smithee; Spiller; Swanson; Tepper; Tinderholt; Toth;
Troxclair; VanDeaver; Vasut; Villalobos; Virdell; Ward Johnson; Wharton;
Wilson.

Nays — Anchia; Bernal; Bhojani; Bryant; Bucy; Collier; Cortez; Flores;
Gamez; Garcia, L.; Gonzélez, J.; Gonzalez, M.; Goodwin; Hinojosa; Howard;
Lowe; Meza; Moody; Morales, C.; Morales Shaw; Olcott; Ordaz; Perez, V.;
Plesa; Reynolds; Rodriguez Ramos; Romero; Rose; Rosenthal; Talarico;
Thompson; Turner; Vo; Walle; Wu; Zwiener.

Present, not voting — Mr. Speaker; Harris(C).

Absent, Excused — Fairly; Schofield; Simmons.

Absent — Allen; Gervin-Hawkins.
STATEMENTS OF VOTE

When Record No. 2259 was taken, I was in the house but away from my
desk. I would have voted no.

Allen

When Record No. 2259 was taken, I was shown voting yes. I intended to
vote no.

Campos

When Record No. 2259 was taken, I was shown voting yes. I intended to
vote no.

J. Garcia

When Record No. 2259 was taken, I was shown voting yes. I intended to
vote no.

Garcia Hernandez

When Record No. 2259 was taken, I was in the house but away from my
desk. I would have voted yes.

Gervin-Hawkins
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When Record No. 2259 was taken, I was shown voting yes. I intended to
vote no.

Johnson

When Record No. 2259 was taken, I was shown voting yes. I intended to
vote no.

J. Jones

When Record No. 2259 was taken, I was shown voting yes. I intended to
vote no.

V. Jones

When Record No. 2259 was taken, I was shown voting no. I intended to vote
yes.

Lowe

When Record No. 2259 was taken, I was shown voting yes. I intended to
vote no.

Martinez Fischer

When Record No. 2259 was taken, I was shown voting no. I intended to vote
yes.
Olcott
HB 3892 ON THIRD READING
(by C. Bell, et al.)

HB 3892, A bill to be entitled An Act relating to county regulation related to
infrastructure planning for subdivisions and county authority to regulate building
and set-back lines.

Representative C. Bell moved to postpone consideration of HB 3892 until
11:40 a.m. today.

The motion prevailed.

HB 4234 ON THIRD READING
(by Shofner, Lalani, Cole, et al.)

HB 4234, A bill to be entitled An Act relating to a requirement that a
student's postsecondary transcript include the average or median grade awarded
in each class.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE GRANTED

The following member was granted leave of absence for the remainder of
today because of illness:

Gervin-Hawkins on motion of Geren.
HB 4234 - (consideration continued)

HB 4234 was passed by (Record 2260): 85 Yeas, 50 Nays, 2 Present, not
voting.
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Yeas — Alders; Anchia; Bell, C.; Bell, K.; Bowers; Bucy; Button; Canales;
Cole; Collier; Cortez; Cunningham; Darby; Davis, A.; Dean; Frank; Garcia
Hernandez; Gates; Gerdes; Geren; Guerra; Guillen; Harris Davila; Harrison;
Hayes; Hefner; Hernandez; Hickland; Holt; Hopper; Howard; Hull; Hunter;
Isaac; Kerwin; King; Kitzman; LaHood; Landgraf; Leo Wilson; Little; Longoria;
Lopez, R.; Louderback; Lowe; Lozano; Lujan; Luther; Martinez; Martinez
Fischer; McLaughlin; McQueeney; Meyer; Money; Morales, E.; Morales Shaw;
Morgan; Muiloz; Noble; Olcott; Oliverson; Ordaz; Orr; Patterson; Paul; Perez,
V.; Raymond; Rosenthal; Schatzline; Schoolcraft; Shaheen; Shofner; Smithee;
Spiller; Swanson; Talarico; Tepper; Tinderholt; Toth; Troxclair; VanDeaver;
Virdell; Ward Johnson; Wharton; Wilson.

Nays — Allen; Ashby; Barry; Bernal;, Bonnen; Bryant; Buckley;
Bumgarner; Cain; Capriglione; Cook; Craddick; Curry; Davis, Y.; DeAyala;
Dorazio; Dutton; Dyson; Flores; Gamez; Garcia, L.; Gonzalez, J.; Goodwin;
Harless; Hinojosa; Johnson; Jones, J.; Lambert; Leach; Lopez, J.; Metcalf, Meza;
Moody; Morales, C.; Perez, M.; Phelan; Pierson; Reynolds; Richardson;
Rodriguez Ramos; Romero; Rose; Slawson; Thompson; Turner; Vasut;
Villalobos; Vo; Walle; Wu.

Present, not voting — Mr. Speaker; Harris(C).
Absent, Excused — Fairly; Gervin-Hawkins; Schofield; Simmons.

Absent — Bhojani; Campos; Garcia, J.; Gonzalez, M.; Jones, V.; Lalani;
Manuel; Plesa; Zwiener.

STATEMENTS OF VOTE

When Record No. 2260 was taken, I was in the house but away from my
desk. I would have voted no.

Bhojani
When Record No. 2260 was taken, I was shown voting no. I intended to vote
yes.
Cain
When Record No. 2260 was taken, I was shown voting yes. I intended to
vote no.

Guerra

When Record No. 2260 was taken, I was shown voting no. I intended to vote
yes.

Leach

When Record No. 2260 was taken, I was in the house but away from my
desk. I would have voted no.

Manuel
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When Record No. 2260 was taken, I was in the house but away from my
desk. I would have voted no.

Plesa

When Record No. 2260 was taken, I was shown voting no. I intended to vote
yes.

Vasut

When Record No. 2260 was taken, I was in the house but away from my
desk. I would have voted no.

Zwiener

HB 722 ON THIRD READING
(by Bucy and Morgan)

HB 722, A bill to be entitled An Act relating to the disclosure of total loss
evaluation materials by automobile insurers.

HB 722 was passed by (Record 2261): 118 Yeas, 22 Nays, 2 Present, not
voting.

Yeas — Allen; Anchia; Barry; Bell, C.; Bell, K.; Bernal; Bhojani; Bonnen;
Bowers; Bryant; Buckley; Bucy; Button; Canales; Capriglione; Cole; Collier;
Cook; Cortez; Craddick; Cunningham; Curry; Darby; Davis, A.; Davis, Y.; Dean;
DeAyala; Dorazio; Dutton; Dyson; Flores; Frank; Gamez; Garcia, L.; Garcia
Hernandez; Gates; Gerdes; Geren; Gonzalez, J.; Gonzalez, M.; Goodwin; Guerra;
Guillen; Harless; Harris Davila; Hayes; Hernandez; Hickland; Hinojosa; Holt;
Hopper; Howard; Hunter; Isaac; Johnson; Jones, J.; Jones, V.; Kerwin; King;
Kitzman; LaHood; Lalani; Lambert; Landgraf; Leach; Little; Longoria; Lopez, J.;
Lopez, R.; Louderback; Lozano; Lujan; Luther; Martinez; Martinez Fischer;
McLaughlin; McQueeney; Meyer; Meza; Money; Moody; Morales, C.; Morales,
E.; Morales Shaw; Morgan; Muifloz; Noble; Ordaz; Orr; Paul; Perez, M.; Perez,
V.; Phelan; Plesa; Raymond; Reynolds; Richardson; Rodriguez Ramos; Romero;
Rose; Rosenthal; Schoolcraft; Smithee; Talarico; Tepper; Thompson; Tinderholt;
Turner; VanDeaver; Villalobos; Virdell, Vo; Walle; Ward Johnson; Wharton;
Wilson; Wu; Zwiener.

Nays — Alders; Ashby; Bumgarner; Cain; Harrison; Hefner; Leo Wilson;
Lowe; Metcalf; Olcott; Oliverson; Patterson; Pierson; Schatzline; Shaheen;
Shofner; Slawson; Spiller; Swanson; Toth; Troxclair; Vasut.

Present, not voting — Mr. Speaker; Harris(C).
Absent, Excused — Fairly; Gervin-Hawkins; Schofield; Simmons.
Absent — Campos; Garcia, J.; Hull; Manuel.

STATEMENT OF VOTE

When Record No. 2261 was taken, I was in the house but away from my
desk. I would have voted yes.

Manuel
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HB 4105 ON THIRD READING
(by Harless)

HB 4105, A bill to be entitled An Act relating to the authority of certain
counties to consider a prospective contractor's principal place of business when
awarding certain contracts.

HB 4105 was passed by (Record 2262): 106 Yeas, 34 Nays, 2 Present, not
voting.

Yeas — Allen; Anchia; Ashby; Barry; Bell, C.; Bell, K.; Bernal; Bhojani;
Bonnen; Bowers; Bryant; Buckley; Bucy; Bumgarner; Button; Canales;
Capriglione; Cole; Collier; Cortez; Craddick; Cunningham; Curry; Darby; Davis,
A.; Davis, Y.; Dean; Dorazio; Dutton; Dyson; Flores; Frank; Gamez; Garcia, L.;
Garcia Hernandez; Gates; Geren; Gonzalez, J.; Gonzalez, M.; Goodwin; Guerra;
Guillen; Harless; Hayes; Hernandez; Hinojosa; Howard; Hull; Hunter; Johnson;
Jones, J.; Jones, V.; Kerwin; King; Kitzman; Lalani; Lambert; Landgraf; Leach;
Longoria; Lopez, J.; Lopez, R.; Lujan; Martinez; Martinez Fischer; McLaughlin;
McQueeney; Meyer; Meza; Moody; Morales, C.; Morales, E.; Morales Shaw;
Muiioz; Noble; Oliverson; Ordaz; Orr; Paul; Perez, M.; Perez, V.; Phelan; Plesa;
Raymond; Reynolds; Richardson; Rodriguez Ramos; Romero; Rose; Rosenthal;
Shaheen; Smithee; Spiller; Swanson; Talarico; Tepper; Thompson; Turner;
VanDeaver; Villalobos; Virdell; Vo; Walle; Wharton; Wu; Zwiener.

Nays — Alders; Cain; Cook; DeAyala; Gerdes; Harris Davila; Harrison;
Hefner; Hickland; Holt; Hopper; Isaac; LaHood; Leo Wilson; Little; Louderback;
Lowe; Lozano; Luther; Metcalf; Money; Morgan; Olcott; Patterson; Pierson;

Schatzline; Schoolcraft; Shofner; Slawson; Tinderholt; Toth; Troxclair; Vasut;
Wilson.

Present, not voting — Mr. Speaker; Harris(C).

Absent, Excused — Fairly; Gervin-Hawkins; Schofield; Simmons.

Absent — Campos; Garcia, J.; Manuel; Ward Johnson.
STATEMENT OF VOTE

When Record No. 2262 was taken, I was in the house but away from my
desk. I would have voted yes.

Manuel
HB 4413 ON THIRD READING
(by Paul)
HB 4413, A bill to be entitled An Act relating to mass balance attribution of
renewable biomass feedstocks used to produce renewable chemicals.
HB 4413 was passed by (Record 2263): 139 Yeas, 0 Nays, 2 Present, not
voting.
Yeas — Alders; Allen; Anchia; Ashby; Barry; Bell, C.; Bell, K.; Bernal;
Bhojani; Bonnen; Bowers; Bryant; Bucy; Button; Cain; Canales; Capriglione;
Cole; Collier; Cook; Cortez; Craddick; Cunningham; Curry; Darby; Davis, A.;
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Davis, Y.; Dean; DeAyala; Dorazio; Dutton; Dyson; Flores; Frank; Gamez;
Garcia, L.; Garcia Hernandez; Gates; Gerdes; Geren; Gonzalez, J.; Gonzalez, M.;
Goodwin; Guerra; Guillen; Harless; Harris Davila; Harrison; Hayes; Hefner;
Hernandez; Hickland; Hinojosa; Holt; Hopper; Howard; Hull; Hunter; Isaac;
Johnson; Jones, J.; Jones, V.; Kerwin; King; Kitzman; LaHood; Lalani; Lambert;
Landgraf; Leach; Leo Wilson; Little; Longoria; Lopez, J.; Lopez, R.;
Louderback; Lowe; Lozano; Lujan; Luther, Martinez; Martinez Fischer;
McLaughlin; McQueeney; Metcalf; Meyer; Meza; Money; Moody; Morales, C.;
Morales, E.; Morales Shaw; Morgan; Muiloz; Noble; Olcott; Oliverson; Ordaz;
Orr; Patterson; Paul; Perez, M.; Perez, V.; Phelan; Pierson; Plesa; Raymond;
Reynolds; Richardson; Rodriguez Ramos; Romero; Rose; Rosenthal; Schatzline;
Schoolcraft; Shaheen; Shofner; Slawson; Smithee; Spiller; Swanson; Talarico;
Tepper; Thompson; Tinderholt; Toth; Troxclair; Turner; VanDeaver; Vasut;
Villalobos; Virdell; Vo; Walle; Ward Johnson; Wharton; Wilson; Wu; Zwiener.

Present, not voting — Mr. Speaker; Harris(C).

Absent, Excused — Fairly; Gervin-Hawkins; Schofield; Simmons.

Absent — Buckley; Bumgarner; Campos; Garcia, J.; Manuel.
STATEMENT OF VOTE

When Record No. 2263 was taken, I was in the house but away from my
desk. I would have voted yes.

Manuel

HB 170 ON THIRD READING
(by Guillen, Bumgarner, Gerdes, Virdell, et al.)

HB 170, A bill to be entitled An Act relating to civil liability arising out of
justified uses of or threats to use force or deadly force.

HB 170 was passed by (Record 2264): 118 Yeas, 20 Nays, 3 Present, not
voting.

Yeas — Alders; Ashby; Barry; Bell, C.; Bell, K.; Bernal; Bonnen; Bowers;
Buckley; Bucy; Bumgarner; Button; Cain; Capriglione; Cole; Cook; Cortez;
Craddick; Cunningham; Curry; Darby; Davis, A.; Dean; DeAyala; Dorazio;
Dutton; Dyson; Flores; Frank; Gamez; Garcia, L.; Garcia Hernandez; Gates;
Gerdes; Geren; Gonzalez, M.; Guerra; Guillen; Harless; Harris Davila; Harrison;
Hayes; Hefner; Hernandez; Hickland; Hinojosa; Holt; Hopper; Hull; Hunter;
Isaac; Johnson; Jones, J.; Kerwin; King; Kitzman; LaHood; Lalani; Lambert;
Landgraf; Leach; Leo Wilson; Little; Longoria; Lopez, J.; Lopez, R,
Louderback; Lowe; Lozano; Lujan; Luther, Martinez; Martinez Fischer;
McLaughlin; McQueeney; Metcalf; Meyer; Money; Moody; Morales, E.;
Morgan; Muiloz; Noble; Olcott; Oliverson; Ordaz; Orr; Patterson; Paul; Perez,
M.; Perez, V.; Phelan; Pierson; Plesa; Raymond; Richardson; Romero;
Schatzline; Schoolcraft; Shaheen; Shofner; Slawson; Smithee; Spiller; Swanson;
Talarico; Tepper; Tinderholt; Toth; Troxclair; VanDeaver; Vasut; Villalobos; Vo;
Walle; Ward Johnson; Wharton; Wilson.
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Nays — Allen; Anchia; Bryant; Canales; Collier; Davis, Y.; Gonzalez, J.;
Goodwin; Howard; Jones, V.; Meza; Morales, C.; Reynolds; Rodriguez Ramos;
Rose; Rosenthal; Thompson; Turner; Wu; Zwiener.

Present, not voting — Mr. Speaker; Harris(C); Morales Shaw.

Absent, Excused — Fairly; Gervin-Hawkins; Schofield; Simmons.

Absent — Bhojani; Campos; Garcia, J.; Manuel; Virdell.
STATEMENTS OF VOTE

When Record No. 2264 was taken, I was in the house but away from my
desk. I would have voted yes.

Bhojani

When Record No. 2264 was taken, I was shown voting yes. I intended to
vote no.

Hinojosa

When Record No. 2264 was taken, I was in the house but away from my
desk. I would have voted yes.

Manuel

When Record No. 2264 was taken, I was in the house but away from my
desk. I would have voted yes.

Virdell

HB 551 ON THIRD READING
(by Swanson, et al.)

HB 551, A bill to be entitled An Act relating to address information
contained on reports of political contributions and expenditures made available
on the Internet by the Texas Ethics Commission.

HB 551 was passed by (Record 2265): 139 Yeas, 0 Nays, 2 Present, not
voting.

Yeas — Alders; Allen; Anchia; Ashby; Barry; Bell, C.; Bell, K.; Bernal;
Bhojani; Bonnen; Bowers; Bryant; Buckley; Bucy; Bumgarner; Button; Cain;
Campos; Canales; Capriglione; Cole; Collier; Cook; Cortez; Craddick;
Cunningham; Curry; Darby; Davis, A.; Davis, Y.; Dean; DeAyala; Dorazio;
Dutton; Dyson; Flores; Frank; Gamez; Garcia, J.; Garcia, L.; Garcia Hernandez;
Gerdes; Geren; Gonzalez, M.; Goodwin; Guerra; Guillen; Harless; Harris Davila;
Harrison; Hayes; Hefner; Hernandez; Hickland; Hinojosa; Holt; Hopper;
Howard; Hull; Hunter; Isaac; Johnson; Jones, J.; Jones, V.; Kerwin; King;
Kitzman; LaHood; Lalani; Lambert; Landgraf; Leach; Leo Wilson; Little;
Longoria; Lopez, J.; Lopez, R.; Louderback; Lowe; Lozano; Lujan; Luther;
Martinez; Martinez Fischer; McLaughlin; McQueeney; Metcalf, Meyer; Meza;
Money; Moody; Morales, C.; Morales, E.; Morales Shaw; Morgan; Mufioz;
Noble; Olcott; Oliverson; Ordaz; Orr; Patterson; Paul; Perez, M.; Perez, V,;
Pierson; Plesa; Raymond; Reynolds; Richardson; Rodriguez Ramos; Romero;
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Rose; Rosenthal; Schatzline; Schoolcraft; Shaheen; Shofner; Slawson; Smithee;
Spiller; Swanson; Talarico; Tepper; Thompson; Tinderholt; Toth; Troxclair;
Turner; VanDeaver; Vasut; Villalobos; Virdell; Walle; Ward Johnson; Wharton;
Wilson; Wu; Zwiener.

Present, not voting — Mr. Speaker; Harris(C).
Absent, Excused — Fairly; Gervin-Hawkins; Schofield; Simmons.
Absent — Gates; Gonzalez, J.; Manuel; Phelan; Vo.
STATEMENTS OF VOTE
When Record No. 2265 was taken, I was in the house but away from my
desk. I would have voted yes.
Gates
When Record No. 2265 was taken, I was in the house but away from my
desk. I would have voted yes.
Manuel

HB 3053 ON THIRD READING
(by Virdell, Cain, Hickland, Louderback, Ashby, et al.)

HB 3053, A bill to be entitled An Act relating to municipal and county
firearm buyback programs.

HB 3053 - REMARKS

REPRESENTATIVE MARTINEZ FISCHER: I know you referenced Chief
McManus a couple of times. Do you know Chief McManus?

REPRESENTATIVE VIRDELL: Not personally. I got his comments from what
he had been quoted online saying.

MARTINEZ FISCHER: I think when he was quoted on that, that was in 2019. Is
that about right?

VIRDELL: And 2023, I believe, also.

MARTINEZ FISCHER: So I saw some clips, and I talked to the city. I think you
know I represent the city of San Antonio. You're close by. I understand, in 2024,
there was a sentiment that while these gun buyback programs don't make any
sense to cut crime, they do take guns out of circulation. So I think, just being fair
to the body, I think that that's an accurate representation of what Chief McManus
has also said. Do you disagree with that?

VIRDELL: I haven't seen that, so I couldn't agree or disagree with it.

MARTINEZ FISCHER: Okay, but you wouldn't take issue with Chief McManus
if he took that opinion, would you?

VIRDELL: You know, taking guns out of society, I don't think, is necessarily a
great thing, as John Lott proved—who is a great statistician. So John actually, 1
know him, and he's actually a democrat, and he was the number four economist
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in the world at the time when he came out with this book. Academia has
disowned him for putting this book out. But he talked about how having more
guns in your society actually creates a safer society.

MARTINEZ FISCHER: Great. I love stats because it tells me that one side feels
one way and one side feels another way, but in the end, there are two different
views. I guess I just want to be clear. I don't speak for the chief either, but it
seems to me there are some other comments that the chief has made that may be
inconsistent with your representations, and I just want you to have that
awareness. So if we offer up the chief as an authority, then maybe we should talk
about his views on constitutional carry, which may be inconsistent with your
Views.

VIRDELL: That is possible. Yes, sir.

MARTINEZ FISCHER: Okay. I appreciate that. And then, I just want to—I think
you said this. This doesn't prohibit any city or local government from doing a
free gun return program that doesn't require any money? Is that right?

VIRDELL: This actually does. I'll read just a really short paragraph here. It says,
"a municipality or county may not adopt or enforce an ordinance, order, or other
measure in which a municipality or county organizes, sponsors, or participates in
a program that purchases or offers to purchase firearms with the intent to"—so
now, as an example, you could have somebody—Ilike HEB gift cards have been
given out. HEB or a private entity could still do this. If [ were a gun store, it'd be
a really smart thing for me to be like, "Hey, ['ve got a gun buyback; come give
me your guns real cheap." But this would say that counties and municipalities
could not organize, sponsor, or participate in that program.

MARTINEZ FISCHER: Even if it was done for free?
VIRDELL: Yes, sir. I believe that's correct.

REPRESENTATIVE GOODWIN: Members, you have heard one framing of this
issue, one narrative that local governments are spending a lot of money—he
mentioned $2 million—to buy back guns and with the outcome of not reducing
crime. But what he has failed to talk about is accidental deaths caused by guns or
suicide by gun. So how do you count the value of that? A gun buyback program
may take a gun out of circulation that may have been found by a child in their
home and used to kill a sibling, which has happened. You know, he has one
framing of this issue. I have a very different framing of this issue. But the bottom
line is: Why are we allowing the state to tell our city governments, our local
governments, that they can't do something even if it doesn't cost money? That
should be a decision left to our local city council members, our local elected
officials, to decide what's best for their community. Maybe they hold a gun
buyback that we will have no idea what the outcome would have been without
that gun buyback program. Saving the life of one child who might have found
that gun in the home is invaluable, members. I ask you to vote no on this bill.
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REPRESENTATIVE C. MORALES: As we're here talking about this bill, which
I oppose, by the way, I'm thinking about my neighbor, Karen, a dedicated
member of Moms Demand Action, who shows up here in this building, at this
Capitol, time and time again because she's afraid for her children and all of our
children. I think about Christina—my good friend Christina, a mother whose
daughter was at Santa Fe High School during the shooting. Her child survived,
but Christina's life was forever changed. Today, she's an advocate, turning that
trauma into purpose. Karen and Christina have not just fought for their own
families; they've stood shoulder to shoulder with the grieving families of Uvalde.
They have traveled hours and hours here to our state capitol, they've testified,
they have cried, they have held space for parents who have lost their
babies—people are losing their babies in a place that is supposed to be safe. They
are the kind of people who remind us why this work, the work we do on this
house floor, matters.

Gun buyback programs are one small but meaningful tool to build safer
communities. And now, thanks to Representative Martinez Fischer, we know that
even if they wanted to do it at no cost, they're not allowed to create these
opportunities. Not only to get guns out of the community, but opportunities to
educate the community, to build trust in the community, and to create a space for
healing in communities. We are taking all of that away. These opportunities give
law enforcement a way for families to come together and prevent tragedies before
they happen. This bill would silence those efforts. It tells our cities and counties
when these people, like Karen and Christina, are coming to our city's officials,
our county's officials, and saying, "Hey, do something for us. There's gun
violence happening in our community." They will not be able to act with this bill.
It takes away the power of local leaders to protect their own communities in their
own way, the way they were elected to do it. Gun violence is not abstract in
Texas. It is real, and it is painful, and it's preventable. Please vote no on this bill.
Let communities try. Let local leaders lead. And let moms like Karen and
Christina and the families of Uvalde know that we are listening to them.

REPRESENTATIVE WU: Members, this is going far beyond protecting the
Second Amendment. I don't even gripe too much when we have all these bills
about increasing where people can carry guns and what they can do with them
and all these things. That's one thing. But this is an unnecessary policy, just as a
general public policy issue. You have differences in opinion about what are
effective programs in different places. Cities and counties have done these
programs not as a way to reduce crime, but as a way to engage the community,
get attention to serious issues, and help relieve some of the issues that plague the
communities. What happens time and time again is when people pass on, when
people will move, they leave their weapons. A lot of times the people who end up
receiving these weapons don't know what to do with them, don't want them, and
so they leave them lying around the house. Sometimes they're secured; mostly
they're not. These are not the guns that might get used in a crime; these are the
guns that might get used in an accidental home shooting with a kid that finds the
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weapon. And because the new owner does not know how to deal with it, does not
know how to properly secure it, does not know to not store ammunition near it,
you now have a dangerous toy for a young child.

Police also use these interactions to build relationships with communities
that they already lack trust in. The communities don't often talk to police officers
because they don't feel comfortable or they have other issues. This is an
opportunlty for them to have community members come out, turn in something,
win some prizes, talk to officers, get some stickers for the kids, and just realize
that law enforcement is there to help people, not to hurt them. These are valuable
programs for the city. The cities and counties have never cared that it does not
bring an immediate reduction in crime. Because why? Because they don't do that
many of them. Because the point is to get attention to something. The point isn't
to do this repeatedly. If you want to say that these programs don't work, then do
them all the time, conduct a scientifically approved study, collect the data, do
correlation, have one of the policy schools look at the data, and do the statistical
analysis if you want to say these programs don't work. But these programs do
work for the cities because it brings important attention in neighborhoods, in
communities, when there are problems. It is a source for them to interact with the
community and help police have a better relationship. Just reducing crime, just
reducing gun violence, is not enough. There are so many other things we have to
deal with. This is unnecessarily cutting off not only a city and a county's ability
to do what they feel is necessary, but these are also lawful gun owners who
choose, who make the conscious choice, to go to these programs and turn them in
this way. That is what they choose. Why deny them that right? Why deny them
that ability? For what? What does this help in gun rights? What does it protect?
What does it embolden? Nothing. It just says that we're going to keep more junky
guns and unwanted guns and unsecured guns in neighborhoods, and not your
neighborhood, of course—in poor neighborhoods, neighborhoods already filled
with violence. [ urge you to vote no.

REPRESENTATIVE REYNOLDS: I won't be redundant. We had a good
back-and-forth dialogue, and I appreciate the bill author for doing that. One of the
reasons why I'm particularly against this is because it goes against the bedrock
that many of us hold fundamental in this chamber, and that is local control, where
we believe that the people that are entrusted at the local level, that are closest to
the citizens, are best able to make the best decisions for that local jurisdiction. In
a state like Texas, the second largest state in the country, where we have
254 counties—rural, urban, suburban, East Texas, West Texas—there are
communities that are drastically different. There are some communities that are
very conservative, some are very progressive, some are purple, but there's not a
one-size-fits-all approach. This bill takes away a real tool of local control that
many jurisdictions have used to take guns off the street.

Now, one of the things that people are able to do at these gun buyback
programs that I've witnessed—I've been there firsthand to see and talked to
people that were there. It allows people to turn these guns in anonymously. So I
do believe that we are getting guns off the streets that will keep communities
safer, and that is why I know that, locally in Houston and in Harris County, they
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offer these gun buyback programs. Because guess what, members? We haven't
addressed the epidemic of gun violence. We haven't done anything to look at
comprehensive gun safety reform. We've done nothing about red flag laws.
We've done nothing to raise the age to purchase assault rifles. We've done
nothing to implement red flag laws to close the gun show loophole. We've done
none of those things. In fact, we've gone the opposite direction. We did
permitless carry. We did open carry. We did campus carry. And so this was the
local jurisdiction's way to say, "Hey, we're going to have these gun buyback
programs.”" That they work with local law enforcement. All of us here say we
trust our local sheriffs that are elected by the people in their respective
jurisdictions. The sheriffs were in favor, in these local communities, of these gun
buyback programs. We trust our local county commissioners to make the
decisions for their constituents, just like each and every one of us represents our
constituents in our districts. So why are we taking away this tool—this effective
tool in the toolbox that many jurisdictions are using? If you don't like gun
buyback programs, guess what? Your county, your jurisdiction, doesn't have to
do them. But why are we eliminating this tool for every single jurisdiction in the
state when we're doing nothing—absolutely, unequivocally nothing—to address
the epidemic of gun violence? So I hope that we will restore local control, where
it won't just be where we're campaigning and we're talking to our local city
council members, our mayors, our county commissioners. All of us say, "Yes,
local control. We don't want unfunded mandates. We don't want to put more
burdensome requirements on local jurisdictions. We want to empower our local
communities." Well, this bill does just the opposite of that. So I urge you to vote
no so that we can protect local control in this state and we can continue to offer
those jurisdictions that want to offer this incentive to keep guns off the
streets—that they'll have that ability to do it.

MARTINEZ FISCHER: We had a conversation earlier about these gun buyback
programs, and I had asked you, could cities and counties do this if they weren't
offering compensation? And you said they couldn't. I didn't know if you had a
chance; if you want to clarify your remarks.

VIRDELL: Yes, sir. I'd like to clarify that. It's just saying that if they are offering
to purchase or purchase, then they are prohibited from doing that. So if they
weren't offering to purchase, it looks to me like they still could do that.

MARTINEZ FISCHER: Okay, perfect. And then you gave another example that
if somebody else is doing the buying back, then the onus is on them. As long as
the county or the city is not providing those funds, that's a separate deal.

VIRDELL: Yeah, organizing, sponsoring, or participating.
MARTINEZ FISCHER: Correct.
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REMARKS ORDERED PRINTED

Representative Martinez Fischer moved to print remarks between
Representative Virdell and Representative Martinez Fischer and all closing
remarks on HB 3053.

The motion prevailed.

VIRDELL: I'm just going to close real quick. I was asked about what studies.
This actually comes from the National Bureau of Economic Research. In here,
they said, "Using data from the National Incident-Based Reporting System, we
find no evidence gun buyback programs reduce crime." With 95 percent
confidence, they can say, "Using data from the National Vital Statistics System,
we also find no evidence that gun buyback programs reduce suicides or
homicides where a firearm was involved. These results call into question the
efficacy of city gun buyback programs in their current form." That comes from
members of the University of California, San Diego State University, and the
Department of Agriculture Economics.

I'd like to just cover a few quick statistics, and then I'll fully close. You are
more likely to die in a car crash—you're actually 21 times more likely to die in a
car crash—than to be in a mass shooting. Your likelihood of being killed while
crossing the road is nine times higher than being killed in a mass shooting. There
are many other things here. We have created this environment where everybody
is afraid of—let's just go ahead and move for passage.

HB 3053 was passed by (Record 2266): 85 Yeas, 56 Nays, 2 Present, not
voting.

Yeas — Alders; Ashby; Barry; Bell, C.; Bonnen; Buckley; Bumgarner;
Cain; Canales; Capriglione; Cook; Craddick; Cunningham; Curry; Darby; Dean;
DeAyala; Dorazio; Dyson; Frank; Gates; Gerdes; Geren; Guillen; Harless; Harris
Davila; Harrison; Hayes; Hefner; Hickland; Holt; Hopper; Hull; Hunter; Isaac;
Kerwin; King; Kitzman; LaHood; Lambert; Landgraf; Leach; Leo Wilson; Little;
Lopez, J.; Louderback; Lowe; Lozano; Lujan; Luther; McLaughlin; McQueeney;
Metcalf, Meyer; Money; Morgan; Mufoz; Noble; Olcott; Oliverson; Orr;
Patterson; Paul; Phelan; Pierson; Raymond; Richardson; Schatzline; Schoolcraft;
Shaheen; Shofner; Slawson; Smithee; Spiller; Swanson; Tepper; Tinderholt; Toth;
Troxclair; VanDeaver; Vasut; Villalobos; Virdell; Wharton; Wilson.

Nays — Allen; Anchia; Bernal; Bhojani; Bowers; Bryant; Bucy; Campos;
Cole; Collier; Cortez; Davis, A.; Davis, Y.; Dutton; Flores; Gamez; Garcia, J.;
Garcia, L.; Garcia Hernandez; Gonzalez, J.; Gonzalez, M.; Goodwin; Guerra;
Hernandez; Hinojosa; Howard; Johnson; Jones, J.; Jones, V.; Lalani; Longoria;
Lopez, R.; Martinez; Martinez Fischer; Meza; Moody; Morales, C.; Morales, E.;
Morales Shaw; Ordaz; Perez, M.; Perez, V.; Plesa; Reynolds; Rodriguez Ramos;
Romero; Rose; Rosenthal; Talarico; Thompson; Turner; Vo; Walle; Ward
Johnson; Wu; Zwiener.

Present, not voting — Mr. Speaker; Harris(C).
Absent, Excused — Fairly; Gervin-Hawkins; Schofield; Simmons.
Absent — Bell, K.; Button; Manuel.
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STATEMENT OF VOTE

When Record No. 2266 was taken, I was in the house but away from my
desk. I would have voted no.

Manuel

HB 3142 ON THIRD READING
(by Isaac, Holt, Pierson, J. Lopez, Dorazio, et al.)

HB 3142, A bill to be entitled An Act relating to school marshals, including
eligibility for appointment as a school marshal, and licensure and training
requirements.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE GRANTED

The following member was granted leave of absence temporarily for today
to attend a meeting of the Committee on Elections:

Morales Shaw on motion of Bowers.
HB 3142 - (consideration continued)

HB 3142 was passed by (Record 2267): 90 Yeas, 48 Nays, 2 Present, not
voting.

Yeas — Alders; Ashby; Barry; Bell, C.; Bell, K.; Bonnen; Buckley;
Bumgarner; Button; Cain; Canales; Capriglione; Cook; Cortez; Craddick;
Cunningham; Curry; Darby; Dean; DeAyala; Dorazio; Dyson; Frank; Gates;
Gerdes; Geren; Guerra; Guillen; Harless; Harris Davila; Harrison; Hayes; Hefner;
Hickland; Holt; Hopper; Hull; Hunter; Isaac; Kerwin; King; Kitzman; LaHood;
Lambert; Landgraf; Leach; Leo Wilson; Little; Longoria; Lopez, J.; Louderback;
Lowe; Lozano; Lujan; Luther; McLaughlin; McQueeney; Metcalf; Meyer;
Money; Morales, E.; Morgan; Muiioz; Noble; Olcott; Oliverson; Orr; Patterson;
Paul; Phelan; Pierson; Raymond; Richardson; Schatzline; Schoolcraft; Shaheen;
Shofner; Smithee; Spiller; Swanson; Tepper; Tinderholt; Toth; Troxclair;
VanDeaver; Vasut; Villalobos; Virdell; Wharton; Wilson.

Nays — Allen; Anchia; Bernal; Bhojani; Bowers; Bryant; Bucy; Campos;
Cole; Collier; Davis, A.; Davis, Y.; Dutton; Flores; Garcia, J.; Garcia, L.; Garcia
Hernandez; Gonzalez, J.; Gonzalez, M.; Goodwin; Hernandez; Hinojosa;
Howard; Jones, J.; Jones, V.; Lalani; Lopez, R.; Martinez; Martinez Fischer;
Meza; Moody; Morales, C.; Ordaz; Perez, M.; Perez, V.; Reynolds; Rodriguez
Ramos; Romero; Rose; Rosenthal; Talarico; Thompson; Turner; Vo; Walle; Ward
Johnson; Wu; Zwiener.

Present, not voting — Mr. Speaker; Harris(C).
Absent, Excused — Fairly; Gervin-Hawkins; Schofield; Simmons.
Absent, Excused, Committee Meeting — Morales Shaw.

Absent — Gamez; Johnson; Manuel; Plesa; Slawson.



4270 89th LEGISLATURE — REGULAR SESSION

STATEMENTS OF VOTE

When Record No. 2267 was taken, I was shown voting yes. I intended to
vote no.

Guerra

When Record No. 2267 was taken, I was in the house but away from my
desk. I would have voted no.

Manuel

When Record No. 2267 was taken, I was in the house but away from my
desk. I would have voted no.

Plesa

When Record No. 2267 was taken, I was in the house but away from my
desk. I would have voted yes.

Slawson

HB 3180 ON THIRD READING
(by Dutton)

HB 3180, A bill to be entitled An Act relating to the contents of a request
for disclosure in a civil action brought under the Family Code.

HB 3180 was passed by (Record 2268): 135 Yeas, 2 Nays, 4 Present, not
voting.

Yeas — Alders; Allen; Anchia; Ashby; Barry; Bell, C.; Bell, K.; Bernal;
Bhojani; Bonnen; Bryant; Buckley; Bucy; Bumgarner; Button; Cain; Campos;
Canales; Capriglione; Cole; Collier; Cook; Cortez; Craddick; Cunningham;
Curry; Darby; Davis, A.; Davis, Y.; Dean; DeAyala; Dorazio; Dutton; Dyson;
Flores; Frank; Garcia, J.; Garcia, L.; Garcia Hernandez; Gates; Gerdes; Geren,;
Gonzalez, J.; Gonzalez, M.; Goodwin; Guerra; Guillen; Harless; Harris Davila;
Harrison; Hayes; Hefner; Hernandez; Hickland; Hinojosa; Holt; Hopper;
Howard; Hull; Hunter; Isaac; Jones, J.; Jones, V.; Kerwin; King; Kitzman;
LaHood; Lalani; Lambert; Landgraf, Leach; Leo Wilson; Little; Longoria;
Lopez, J.; Lopez, R.; Louderback; Lowe; Lozano; Lujan; Luther; Martinez;
Martinez Fischer; McLaughlin; McQueeney; Metcalf; Meyer; Money; Moody;
Morales, C.; Morales, E.; Morgan; Muiioz; Noble; Olcott; Oliverson; Ordaz; Orr;
Patterson; Paul; Perez, M.; Perez, V.; Phelan; Pierson; Raymond; Reynolds;
Richardson; Rodriguez Ramos; Romero; Rosenthal; Schatzline; Schoolcraft;
Shaheen; Shofner; Smithee; Spiller; Swanson; Talarico; Tepper; Thompson;
Tinderholt; Toth; Troxclair; Turner; VanDeaver; Vasut; Villalobos; Virdell; Vo;
Walle; Ward Johnson; Wharton; Wilson; Wu; Zwiener.

Nays — Bowers; Slawson.

Present, not voting — Mr. Speaker; Harris(C); Meza; Rose.
Absent, Excused — Fairly; Gervin-Hawkins; Schofield; Simmons.
Absent, Excused, Committee Meeting — Morales Shaw.

Absent — Gamez; Johnson; Manuel; Plesa.
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STATEMENTS OF VOTE

When Record No. 2268 was taken, I was in the house but away from my
desk. I would have voted yes.

Manuel

When Record No. 2268 was taken, I was in the house but away from my
desk. I would have voted yes.

Plesa

When Record No. 2268 was taken, I was shown voting no. I intended to vote
yes.

Slawson

HB 3722 ON THIRD READING
(by Hefner)

HB 3722, A bill to be entitled An Act relating to the height of a structure
near certain airspace designated for use by Department of Defense contractors.

HB 3722 - REMARKS

REPRESENTATIVE HEFNER: This is the bill we passed yesterday that had to
do with the aerobatic boxes around certain airports.

Amendment No. 1
Representative E. Morales offered the following amendment to HB 3722:

Amend HB 3722 on third reading on page | in added Section 21.073,
Transportation Code, by adding the following:

(c) The prohibition prescribed by Subsection (b) applies only to a structure
proposed to be constructed within five miles of an aerobatic training area for
which a person with authority over the area notifies in writing the Texas
Department of Transportation of the location and boundaries of the area not later
than September 1, 2026.

AMENDMENT NO. 1 - REMARKS

REPRESENTATIVE E. MORALES: The prohibition described under
Subsection (b) will apply only to a structure that is proposed within the five miles
of an aerobatic training area. And it also requires, under this amendment, for the
authority to notify the Texas Department of Transportation of the location and the
boundaries of the area no later than September 1,2026. So we're actually
restricting the extent of this bill. We're actually limiting it. And from what I
understand, there are only two aerobatic training facilities in the entire State of
Texas that will be addressed under this. One of them is in Maverick County, and
I'm perfectly fine with it. Ms. T asked about the other county, and it's Wharton
County.

Amendment No. 1 was adopted.

HB 3722, as amended, was passed by (Record 2269): 91 Yeas, 49 Nays, 2
Present, not voting.
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Yeas — Alders; Allen; Ashby; Barry; Bell, C.; Bell, K.; Bonnen; Buckley;
Bumgarner; Button; Cain; Canales; Capriglione; Cook; Cortez; Craddick; Curry;
Davis, A.; Dean; DeAyala; Dorazio; Dyson; Frank; Gates; Gerdes; Geren;
Guillen; Harless; Harris Davila; Harrison; Hayes; Hefner; Hickland; Holt;
Hopper; Hunter; Isaac; Kerwin; King; Kitzman; LaHood; Lambert; Landgraf;
Leach; Leo Wilson; Little; Longoria; Lopez, J.; Lopez, R.; Louderback; Lowe;
Lozano; Lujan; Luther; Martinez; McLaughlin; McQueeney; Metcalf; Meyer;
Money; Morales, E.; Morgan; Noble; Olcott; Oliverson; Orr; Patterson; Paul,
Phelan; Pierson; Raymond; Richardson; Rose; Schatzline; Schoolcraft; Shaheen;
Shofner; Slawson; Smithee; Swanson; Tepper; Tinderholt; Toth; Troxclair;
VanDeaver; Vasut; Villalobos; Virdell; Ward Johnson; Wharton; Wilson.

Nays — Anchia; Bernal; Bhojani; Bryant; Bucy; Campos; Cole; Collier;
Cunningham; Darby; Davis, Y.; Dutton; Flores; Gamez; Garcia, J.; Garcia, L.;
Garcia Hernandez; Gonzalez, J.; Gonzalez, M.; Goodwin; Guerra; Hernandez;
Hinojosa; Howard; Johnson; Jones, J.; Jones, V.; Lalani; Martinez Fischer; Meza;
Moody; Morales, C.; Muifloz; Ordaz; Perez, M.; Perez, V.; Plesa; Reynolds;
Rodriguez Ramos; Romero; Rosenthal; Spiller; Talarico; Thompson; Turner; Vo;
Walle; Wu; Zwiener.

Present, not voting — Mr. Speaker; Harris(C).
Absent, Excused — Fairly; Gervin-Hawkins; Schofield; Simmons.
Absent, Excused, Committee Meeting — Morales Shaw.
Absent — Bowers; Hull; Manuel.
STATEMENTS OF VOTE

When Record No. 2269 was taken, my vote failed to register. I would have
voted yes.

Bowers

When Record No. 2269 was taken, I was in the house but away from my
desk. I would have voted yes.
Hull
When Record No. 2269 was taken, I was in the house but away from my
desk. I would have voted no.
Manuel
When Record No. 2269 was taken, I was shown voting yes. I intended to
vote no.
Smithee
HB 1794 ON THIRD READING
(by Tepper, Wilson, et al.)

HB 1794, A bill to be entitled An Act relating to the carrying of concealed
handguns by handgun license holders on the premises of certain polling places on
the day of an election or while early voting is in progress.



Tuesday, May 13, 2025 HOUSE JOURNAL — 63rd Day 4273

HB 1794 - REMARKS

REPRESENTATIVE WU: Mr. Tepper, were there any incidents that happened
inside of polling places that created the need for this?

REPRESENTATIVE TEPPER: Thank you for asking that.
WU: Were there attacks on polling places?

TEPPER: In fiscal year 2024, there were 523 arrests, 150 referrals,
89 placements onto adult community supervision, 18 individuals admitted into an
adult state correctional facility, and seven individuals admitted into a juvenile
state correctional facility for any third-degree felony offenses of places where
weapons were prohibited, from which conduct could have involved a handgun.
That's according to the criminal justice impact statement, but they were not able
to parse that into polling places.

WU: Is there any data for just polling places?

TEPPER: Not advised. Not that I'm aware of.

WU: If a shooting incident happened at a polling place, that would be a pretty big
deal. It would make the news, wouldn't you think?

TEPPER: I would think so.

WU: Did you find any articles?

TEPPER: I did not.

WU: The list that you read to me—the criminal offenses that people were
arrested—so the existing laws and existing law enforcement took care of all those
incidents, correct?

TEPPER: As far as I know. Yes, sir.
WU: So this is a bill that purports to find a solution to a problem that doesn't
exist?

TEPPER: I'll tell you what the problem that exists—that some might be
missing—is: The voter would be required and is currently required to leave the
weapon in their vehicle or elsewhere while they enter the polling place, which
leaves the weapon exposed to, you know, auto burglary and theft. I think this
would actually be a much safer option for a CHL holder, firearm carrier, to secure
the weapon on their person.

WU: You understand that elections often occur in places like schools?
TEPPER: That's correct.

WU: They are a gun-free zone.

TEPPER: That's correct.

WU: And this bill would allow them to bypass that.
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TEPPER: It would not. Schools are exempt, other places where firearms are not
allowed, gun-free zones, and including any private property owner whose
policies already ban firearms. This would not affect them. They would still be
able to maintain that policy, even if there's a polling place on their property.

WU: If it is in a place where it's private, somebody's church, or things like that, if
they ask someone to—say, like, "We don't like the way you're acting; you might
have a gun on you; we're going to ask you to leave." What should they do?

TEPPER: It sounds like you covered it.

WU: What if they don't leave? They say, "I have a right to be here. I'm at a
polling place. The law allows me to have my gun here."

TEPPER: If there's discomfort, I would recommend they call the police.

REPRESENTATIVE COLLIER: Just to follow up because Representative Wu
made me think about something when he asked about churches. For those
counties that have countywide polling locations, would they be disqualified or
ineligible for participation or offering their facility or location if they have a
gun-free zone?

TEPPER: No, and thank you for asking that. We carefully drafted this so it would
not interfere with their current policies.

COLLIER: Okay. So if they have a gun-free zone policy, like if they have a
sign—

TEPPER: They can maintain that policy, and the CHL holder would not be able
to enter the premises with his weapon.

COLLIER: But I want to make sure that they are still allowed to be considered an
option for the counties to use. I want to make sure.

TEPPER: Yes, I'm sensitive to that, as well, and they would still be an option to
use.

COLLIER: Is there a penalty if there is an incident involving a gun at a polling
location, since this is a sensitive area? Is this a heightened or enhanced penalty if
there's something that goes down with a handgun license holder at a polling
location?

TEPPER: Yeah, if something goes down, that's illegal. They would be subject to
the laws of anywhere else.

COLLIER: But what about because of the location? You know, there are some
laws that we have in place that if the crime takes place at these sensitive areas or
these very vulnerable areas, then the penalty for violation is enhanced. Is there an
enhancement for a violation of a law at a polling location?

TEPPER: There are no enhancements.

COLLIER: Would you be willing to consider an amendment to do that? Because,
to me, it seems like if you want to deter or try to deter a type of crime or violence
at the polling location, one way to do that would be to enhance the penalties.
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TEPPER: Respectfully, I disagree. I would not accept an amendment changing
the bill, but I would disagree that it would prevent it. I don't think that the
offender would look at enhancements of whether or not they would commit a
crime or not.

COLLIER: So you agree that penalty enhancements don't deter crime?
TEPPER: I believe that penalty enhancements are justice.

COLLIER: Do they deter crime?

TEPPER: I'm not advised.

COLLIER: Well, that's what you just said earlier.

TEPPER: It's what I think, but I don't have the data.

COLLIER: Okay, you think that.

REPRESENTATIVE GOODWIN: Members, here we are again, another session,
another gun bill. Like most of the gun bills that have passed in the last decade,
this one loosens our already loose gun laws. This one allows people to carry guns
into polling locations. I am firmly against this bill and any others that loosen our
gun regulations without any thought of how we prevent the next gun-related
tragedy. I appreciate your attention, members. I know we all care about our
children and family, our friends, neighbors, coworkers, and we would never want
to have them whisked away from our lives due to a random moment of gun
violence. Whether that random moment of gun violence happens in a polling
location; a grocery store; a nightclub; a doctor's office; a shopping mall; a
church; an elementary, middle, or high school; at a July 4 parade; or in a polling
location.

I know that many of you on this floor right now fiercely believe that more
guns owned by more people will make us safer, but there are many of us who
fiercely believe more guns make us less safe. When this bill passed on second
reading, some of our advocate friends in the gun violence prevention movement
were disappointed that we didn't put up more of a fight. Well, I had started to go
to the back mic to ask questions of the bill author, but I was too slow, and we
moved on with no questioning and no speeches. I might have asked, "What is the
need for your bill? Do you think this will have a chilling effect on people who
might be intimidated by guns, and now they may not show up to vote? Do you
think this will cause enough concern among poll workers that we won't have
enough of them stepping forward to run our elections?" But I know the author
would have his pat answers because, after all, it boils down to one side thinking
guns make us safer and my side believing more guns lead to more deaths. I know
for a fact that having a gun in the home where I grew up led to my dad's death.

Ever since I came to the legislature, I've worked to increase safety around
guns because I know how tragic it is to lose a loved one to gun violence. I can't
advocate for gun laws without thinking about and telling the story of my dad. My
dad was the best dad I could have hoped for. He was an involved parent,
scoutmaster for my brother's scout troop, driver for all of my extracurricular
activities, faithful husband, and much more. His life ended in 1990 when he was
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shot with a hunting rifle that was carelessly stored in a closet in our home in
Dallas. While his death has no bearing on bringing guns into a polling location, it
does have a bearing on how I react to guns and gun laws. I understand how
painful it is to experience the abrupt and unexpected death of a loved one. I know
how painful it is to have to retell a story that brings back memories of a day that
was so incredibly sad.

The parents from Uvalde, Santa Fe, and so many other places have come to
the Capitol to ask for sensible gun safety regulations. This session will be yet
another where we ignore their voices. We aren't asking ourselves what causes
someone to carry a gun into an elementary school and shoot innocent children
and teachers. That takes an immense amount of anger, frustration, and hate. Did
anyone recognize that anger, frustration, and hate? Yes, someone did. In fact, I
had a group of people come to my office in 2023 asking for a law that would hold
an employer accountable. You see, a woman who worked at Whataburger with
the Robb Elementary school shooter heard him threatening to kill somebody. She
wanted me to pass a law that would hold an employer accountable. Instead of
alerting any authority about that young man, the restaurant manager fired him.
The point is his coworkers recognized he was full of anger, frustration, and hate.

In a polling location, might someone walk in full of a similar anger,
frustration, and hate? Might someone who has been told our elections aren't fair
and that the 2020 election was stolen come into a polling location just looking to
pick a fight? What happens if that someone who is full of distrust and anger is
carrying a gun and is somehow triggered at the polling location? Do we hope that
"a good guy with a gun" will shoot the "bad guy with a gun"? Will the "good guy
with a gun" now experience PTSD as a result of taking the life of another human
being?

Members, each session the voices of gun owners of America drown out the
voices of the victims and their families—the advocates like Texas Gun Sense,
Moms Demand Action, Students Demand Action, Texas Doctors for Social
Responsibility, Texas Impact, faith leaders, and so many others. Members, I ask
that you listen to their voices and you work to find some common ground. We
require car insurance so that when there is an accident, insurance may pay for the
repairs. But in an effort to keep insurance costs down, we strive to avoid
accidents and tickets. Likewise, insurance on guns might have the effect of
making gun owners even more responsible gun owners. But rather than
considering this option, we have members who have gone the other direction,
making it impossible to require insurance on guns.

We pass all kinds of bills to help protect women from violent domestic
partners, but we stop short of saying those same violent people should have their
guns removed until they can prove they are no longer a threat. Say the words "red
flag law," and notice the visceral reaction from the other side. How many other
sensible ideas have been quashed without any real debate? Raise the age? Heaven
forbid. Instead, let's lower the age. Members, I'm tired of this fight. I've done my
best to think of reasonable solutions to make our communities safer, but until we
have a change of heart and a change of representation, it's really useless trying to
pass sensible gun safety legislation in Texas. I ask that you vote no on this bill
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and start having conversations about how we can find common ground on an
issue we should all care about. We all have the goal of preventing unnecessary
deaths like my dad's.

REPRESENTATIVE REYNOLDS: Representative Goodwin, I want to thank you
for giving a heartfelt condolence about—I mean, a testimony for something that's
really personal for you with the loss of your father. So thank you for sharing that.
I want to ask you a few questions, though, for some of the testimony you raised.
You've served on committees in the house that had jurisdiction over gun laws,
correct?

GOODWIN: I have.

REYNOLDS: You mentioned the Uvalde families. You met with some of the
Uvalde parents, didn't you?

GOODWIN: I did. Many times.

REYNOLDS: When you met with them—Iike I recall meeting with them last
session. Didn't they have a real appeal to us, in memory of their children, that we
would raise the age to purchase guns from 18 to 21?

GOODWIN: Yes, absolutely. They knew that that would have saved their kids'
lives, and that was their one ask of this legislature after having lost 19 fourth
graders and two teachers.

REYNOLDS: Isn't it true that in past legislative sessions we raised the age in this
body to purchase cigarettes from 18 to 217

GOODWIN: That's right.

REYNOLDS: Isn't it true that in other states they've raised the age to purchase
assault rifles?

GOODWIN: I believe so.
REYNOLDS: Would one of those states be Florida?
GOODWIN: Absolutely.

REYNOLDS: Representative Goodwin, you mentioned in your testimony that we
haven't done anything related—

LEAVES OF ABSENCE GRANTED

The following members were granted leaves of absence temporarily for
today to attend a meeting of the Committee on Judiciary and Civil Jurisprudence:

Dyson on motion of Raymond.
Flores on motion of Raymond.

J. Gonzalez on motion of Raymond.
Hayes on motion of Raymond.
Johnson on motion of Raymond.

LaHood on motion of Raymond.
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Landgraf on motion of Raymond.
Leach on motion of Raymond.
Moody on motion of Raymond.
HB 1794 - (consideration continued)

HB 1794 was passed by (Record 2270): 83 Yeas, 50 Nays, 2 Present, not
voting.

Yeas — Alders; Ashby; Barry; Bell, C.; Bell, K.; Bonnen; Buckley;
Bumgarner; Button; Cain; Capriglione; Cook; Craddick; Cunningham; Curry;
Darby; Dean; DeAyala; Dorazio; Frank; Gates; Gerdes; Geren; Guillen; Harless;
Harris Davila; Harrison; Hefner; Hickland; Holt; Hopper; Hull; Hunter; Isaac;
Kerwin; King; Kitzman; Lambert; Leo Wilson; Little; Longoria; Lopez, J.;
Louderback; Lowe; Lozano; Lujan; Luther; Martinez; McLaughlin; McQueeney;
Metcalf; Meyer; Money; Morales, E.; Morgan; Noble; Olcott; Oliverson; Orr;
Patterson; Paul; Phelan; Pierson; Raymond; Richardson; Schatzline; Schoolcraft;
Shaheen; Shofner; Slawson; Smithee; Spiller; Swanson; Tepper; Tinderholt; Toth;
Troxclair; VanDeaver; Vasut; Villalobos; Virdell; Wharton; Wilson.

Nays — Allen; Anchia; Bernal; Bhojani; Bowers; Bryant; Bucy; Campos;
Canales; Cole; Collier; Cortez; Davis, A.; Davis, Y.; Dutton; Gamez; Garcia, J.;
Garcia, L.; Garcia Hernandez; Gonzalez, M.; Goodwin; Guerra; Hernandez;
Hinojosa; Howard; Jones, J.; Jones, V.; Lalani; Lopez, R.; Martinez Fischer;
Meza; Morales, C.; Muifioz; Ordaz; Perez, M.; Perez, V.; Plesa; Reynolds;
Rodriguez Ramos; Romero; Rose; Rosenthal; Talarico, Thompson; Turner; Vo;
Walle; Ward Johnson; Wu; Zwiener.

Present, not voting — Mr. Speaker; Harris(C).
Absent, Excused — Fairly; Gervin-Hawkins; Schofield; Simmons.

Absent, Excused, Committee Meeting — Dyson; Flores; Gonzalez, J.;
Hayes; Johnson; LaHood; Landgraf; Leach; Moody; Morales Shaw.

Absent — Manuel.
STATEMENT OF VOTE

When Record No. 2270 was taken, I was in the house but away from my
desk. I would have voted no.
Manuel
HB 1784 ON THIRD READING
(by Bucy, et al.)

HB 1784, A bill to be entitled An Act relating to measures to assist students
enrolled at public institutions of higher education who are homeless or who are or
were in foster care.

Representative Bucy moved to postpone consideration of HB 1784 until
5 p.m. today.

The motion prevailed.
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HB 1581 ON THIRD READING
(by Guerra, Talarico, Plesa, Dutton, Garcia Hernandez, et al.)

HB 1581, A bill to be entitled An Act relating to public school bilingual
education programs, dual language immersion programs, and special language
programs.

HB 1581 was passed by (Record 2271): 86 Yeas, 44 Nays, 2 Present, not
voting.

Yeas — Allen; Anchia; Ashby; Barry; Bell, C.; Bell, K.; Bernal; Bhojani;
Bowers; Bryant; Bucy; Button; Campos; Canales; Cole; Collier; Cook; Cortez;
Craddick; Cunningham; Curry; Darby; Davis, A.; Davis, Y.; Dean; Dutton;
Gamez; Garcia, J.; Garcia, L.; Garcia Hernandez; Gates; Geren; Gonzalez, M.;
Goodwin; Guerra; Guillen; Harless; Hernandez; Hinojosa; Howard; Hunter;
Isaac; Jones, J.; Jones, V.; King; Kitzman; Lalani; Lambert; Longoria; Lopez, J.;
Lopez, R.; Lozano; Lujan; Martinez; Martinez Fischer; Meyer; Meza; Morales,
C.; Morales, E.; Mufioz; Noble; Ordaz; Orr; Perez, M.; Perez, V.; Phelan; Plesa;
Raymond; Reynolds; Rodriguez Ramos; Romero; Rose; Rosenthal; Smithee;
Talarico; Tepper; Thompson; Turner; VanDeaver; Villalobos; Vo; Walle; Ward
Johnson; Wilson; Wu; Zwiener.

Nays — Alders; Bonnen; Bumgarner; Cain; Capriglione; DeAyala; Dorazio;
Frank; Gerdes; Harris Davila; Harrison; Hefner; Hickland; Holt; Hopper; Hull;
Kerwin; Leo Wilson; Little; Louderback; Lowe; Luther; McLaughlin;
McQueeney; Metcalf; Money; Morgan; Olcott; Oliverson; Patterson; Paul;
Pierson; Richardson; Schatzline; Schoolcraft; Shaheen; Shofner; Spiller;
Swanson; Tinderholt; Toth; Troxclair; Vasut; Wharton.

Present, not voting — Mr. Speaker; Harris(C).
Absent, Excused — Fairly; Gervin-Hawkins; Schofield; Simmons.

Absent, Excused, Committee Meeting — Dyson; Flores; Gonzélez, J.;
Hayes; Johnson; LaHood; Landgraf; Leach; Moody; Morales Shaw.

Absent — Buckley; Manuel; Slawson; Virdell.
STATEMENTS OF VOTE

When Record No. 2271 was taken, I was shown voting yes. I intended to
vote no.

Cook

When Record No. 2271 was taken, I was excused to attend a meeting of the
Committee on Judiciary and Civil Jurisprudence. I would have voted no.

Leach

When Record No. 2271 was taken, I was in the house but away from my
desk. I would have voted yes.

Manuel
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When Record No. 2271 was taken, I was in the house but away from my
desk. I would have voted no.

Slawson

When Record No. 2271 was taken, I was in the house but away from my
desk. I would have voted no.

Virdell

HB 2530 ON THIRD READING
(by Cook)

HB 2530, A bill to be entitled An Act relating to special appointments in
suits affecting the parent-child relationship.

HB 2530 was passed by (Record 2272): 124 Yeas, 7 Nays, 2 Present, not
voting.

Yeas — Alders; Allen; Anchia; Ashby; Barry; Bell, C.; Bell, K.; Bernal;
Bhojani; Bonnen; Bowers; Bryant; Buckley; Bucy; Bumgarner; Button; Campos;
Canales; Capriglione; Cole; Collier; Cook; Cortez; Craddick; Cunningham;
Curry; Darby; Davis, A.; Davis, Y.; Dean; DeAyala; Dorazio; Dutton; Frank;
Géamez; Garcia, J.; Garcia, L.; Garcia Hernandez; Gates; Gerdes; Gonzalez, M.;
Goodwin; Guerra; Guillen; Harless; Harris Davila; Hefner; Hernandez; Hickland;
Hinojosa; Holt; Howard; Hull; Hunter; Isaac; Jones, J.; Jones, V.; Kerwin; King;
Kitzman; Lalani; Lambert; Leo Wilson; Little; Longoria; Lopez, J.; Lopez, R.;
Louderback; Lowe; Lozano; Lujan; Luther; Martinez; Martinez Fischer;
McLaughlin; McQueeney; Meyer; Meza; Money; Morales, C.; Morales, E.;
Morgan; Muiloz; Noble; Ordaz; Orr; Patterson; Paul; Perez, M.; Perez, V.
Phelan; Pierson; Plesa; Raymond; Reynolds; Rodriguez Ramos; Romero; Rose;
Rosenthal; Schatzline; Schoolcraft; Shaheen; Shofner; Slawson; Smithee; Spiller;
Swanson; Talarico; Tepper; Thompson; Tinderholt; Toth; Troxclair, Turner;
VanDeaver; Vasut; Villalobos; Virdell; Vo; Walle; Wharton; Wilson; Wu;
Zwiener.

Nays — Cain; Harrison; Hopper; Metcalf; Olcott; Oliverson; Richardson.
Present, not voting — Mr. Speaker; Harris(C).
Absent, Excused — Fairly; Gervin-Hawkins; Schofield; Simmons.

Absent, Excused, Committee Meeting — Dyson; Flores; Gonzalez, J.;
Hayes; Johnson; LaHood; Landgraf; Leach; Moody; Morales Shaw.

Absent — Geren; Manuel; Ward Johnson.
STATEMENTS OF VOTE

When Record No. 2272 was taken, I was in the house but away from my
desk. I would have voted yes.

Manuel
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When Record No. 2272 was taken, I was shown voting yes. I intended to
vote no.

Slawson
REMARKS ORDERED PRINTED
Representative Reynolds moved to print all remarks on HB 1794.
The motion prevailed.
(LaHood now present)

HB 4308 ON THIRD READING
(by Gates, McQueeney, Curry, Guillen, and Reynolds)

HB 4308, A bill to be entitled An Act relating to the creation of industrial
development districts in certain counties; providing authority to issue bonds;
providing authority to impose assessments, fees, or taxes.

HB 4308 was passed by (Record 2273): 102 Yeas, 30 Nays, 2 Present, not
voting.

Yeas — Alders; Allen; Anchia; Ashby; Barry; Bell, C.; Bell, K.; Bhojani;
Bowers; Bryant; Buckley; Bucy; Bumgarner; Button; Cain; Campos; Cole; Cook;
Cortez; Craddick; Cunningham; Darby; Davis, A.; Davis, Y.; Dean; Dorazio;
Dutton; Gamez; Garcia, J.; Garcia Hernandez; Gates; Gerdes; Geren; Gonzalez,
M.; Goodwin; Guerra; Guillen; Harless; Harris Davila; Hefner; Hernandez;
Hickland; Holt; Hunter; Isaac; Jones, J.; Kerwin; King; Kitzman; LaHood;
Lalani; Lambert; Longoria; Lopez, J.; Lopez, R.; Louderback; Lozano; Lujan;
Luther; Martinez; Martinez Fischer; McLaughlin; Metcalf; Meyer; Meza; Money;
Morales, C.; Morales, E.; Morgan; Mufoz; Oliverson; Ordaz; Orr; Patterson;
Paul; Perez, V.; Phelan; Plesa; Raymond; Reynolds; Richardson; Rose;
Schoolcraft; Shaheen; Shofner; Smithee